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TAGS: ETRD 

SUBJECT: FLORENCE AGREEMENT PROTOCOL ANNEX E: ARTICLES 
FOR HANDICAPPED 

REF: STATE 187912 

1 . AS REQUESTED IN REFTEL POST CONTACTED MRS. GRAVISSE, 

CHEIF, BUREAU OF THE HANDICAPPED, MINISTERE DE LA SANTE, 

PARIS, TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE FLORENCE AGREEMENT IN FRANCE. THE MINISTERE DE LA 
SANTE COORDINATES ALL INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 
DIFFERENT MINISTERIES AND ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED WITH 
THE HANDICAPPED. 

MRS. GRAVISSE STATED THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT TO GIVE 
ANY SPECIFIC REPLIES TO ANY OF THE QUESTIONS AS THE LAW 
CONCERNING THE HANDICAPPEDILOI 75-534 DATED JUNE 30, 

1975) HAS ONLY BEEN PARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED. MOREOEVER, 

MRS. GRAVISSE STATED THAT AS OF NOW, CASES INVOLVING 
THE HANDICAPPED WERE TREATED CASE BY CASE BY THE 
MINISTRY. SHE ADDED THAT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
FLORENCE AGREEMENT WERE DIFFICULT TO EVALUATE AS OF 
NOW DUE TO LACK OF INFORMATION. 
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2. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED: 

(A) HOW IS A HANDICAPPED PERSON DIFEINED? 

A HANDICAPPED PERSON IS A PERSON WHOSE PHYSICAL 
DISABILITY CAUSES PERMANENT INCAPACITY OF AT LEAST 
80 0/0. THIS DISABILITY MUST BE RECOGNIZED BY A SPECIAL 
MEDICAL COMMISSION. 
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(B) HOW IS SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED PRODUCT FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED DEFINED? MRS. GRAVISSE STATED THAT NO 
SPECIFIC RULES EXIST IN THIS CASE. THE FRENCH SOCIAL 
SECURITY HAS APPROVED PRODUCTS WHICH MIGHT BE FOR 
HANDICAPPED AN/OR NON-HANDICAPPED. 

(C) HOW IS EQUIVALENT DEFINED? 

AN EXACT EQUIVALENCE VERY RARELY EXISTS FOR ANY 
HANDICAPPED PRODUCT. THEREFORE IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICQWT 
TO MAKE EQUIVALENCY DETERMINATION. 

(D) INSTITUTION OR OTHER ORGANIZATION CONCERNED WITH 
EDUCATION OR ASSISTANCE TO SUCH PERSONS? 

OC ANIZATION S WHICH IMPORT PRODUCTS FOR THE HANDICAPPED, 
UNDER THE FLORENCE AGREEMENT MUST BE APPROVED BY THE 
SOCIAL SECURITY AND THE MINISTERE DE LA SANTE TO 
OBTAIN FULL REFUND OF EXPENSES. 

(E) DOES HOST COUNTRY HAVE DEFINITION OF ARTICLES FOR 
THE HANDICAPPED? NO SUCH LIST EXISTS AS OF NOW, AND 
DUE TO THE COMPLEXITY OF PRODUCTS INVOLVED NO 
COVERAGE IS PLANNED. ONCE MORE THIS IS A CASE BY CASE 
DECISION MADE BY DIFFERENT MEDICAL COMMISSIONS WHEN THE 
PRODUCTED IS NEEDED. 

(F) HOW DOE HANDICAPPED PERSONS GENERALLY OBTAIN 
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REQUESTED ARTICLES? ARTICLES FOR THE HANDICAPPED 
PERSONS ARE GENERALLY OBTAINED THROUGH THE FRENCH 
SOCIAL SECURITY. ARTICLES MAY BE FULLY OR PARTIALLY 
REIMOIRSABLE DEHONDING ON THE DECISION MADE BY THE 
MEDICAL COMMISSION AND OF THE FINANCIAL BACKGROUND OF 
THE PERSON FOR WHOM THE PRODUCT HAS BEEN APPROVED,' 
HARTMAN 
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